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Dean Martin, ]imy “The Greek”, The Mob and
the story of Steubenville, Ohio
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“Based On A True Story”

This is a movie based on true stories. Based on
history. A story about a town near Pittsburgh.
The home to Dean Martin and Jimmy “The Greek”
Snyder. Pretty sure you’ve heard of them.

The town is Steubenville, Ohio. This town was
once nicknamed "“Little Chicago”. That was no
compliment. It has a long history of crime, vice,
and corruption, all fed by the ugly influence of
organized crime.

We’re going to talk about this town’s history.
Some stories you may know, or not. So, hopefully
you learn some things. It’s a story about
Steubenville, but it’s also about America.

And, oh yeah, this ain't no fuckin' documentary.



We Begin Our Story

This is the story of Steubenville, Ohio.
A town with a long story of corruption
and vice. Much of it was driven by
organized crime.

Over the next slides, we walk through
the scenes and stories told in the movie.

Our first stop is Water Street in 1874.
An area full of casinos, brothels,

cigar shops, and billiard halls near the
Ohio River.




Dino Crocetti

Then, we meet favorite son
Dino Crocetti (aka Dean
Martin) and how his family
came to America from Italy,
and settled in Ohio.

But other immigrants from
Italy were not so lucky.




Baron Von Steuben

L

The town was named after a
hero of the Revolutionary War,
Baron Friedreich Von Steuben.

General George Washington
turned to him to whip his
colonial troops into shape to
beat the Redcoats.

And he did just that.

But the Baron had a very
alternative lifestyle as well.
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1,500 AGENTS BEGIN WORK

Many. Legal Tangles Are Expected,

We move to the 1920s. Prohibition er==sall
becomes the law of the land.
But it is not welcomed in Steubenville.

We follow the story of a US Treasury dry
agent hired to deal with bootleggers, but w0
also some of his own colleagues, who in  [EEEE". . S
some cases, are as bad as the bootleggers. E

Fact: more US Treasury dry agents were
killed in Steubenville and Jefferson
County, Ohio than any county in America.



Dean and Jerry

We are back to Dean’s story,
and his rise to become a national
singing star.

Dean was very successful,
playing clubs up and down the |
East Coast. 2

But then he met Jerry Lewis.
And both of their lives changed,
forever.




Jimmy “The Greek”

Next, we meet another famous
son of Steubenville,
Jimmy “The Greek” Snyder,
who became the biggest name in
sports gambling history.

From his casino roots in
Steubenville, to working with the
bookies in Pittsburgh, and finally
launching onto the national stage,

with one incredible wager.




The Pistol Packin’

Twelve Against

Preachers The Underworld

But even after Prohibition was
lifted, Steubenville was still full of .
vice, crime and corruption. B

After a Marine was murdered at

an illegal casino in 1946, a radio
DJ and a group of twelve pastors

and preachers had had enough. =

And they rallied the community.
In a stunning way.
And perhaps saved it.

10



Dean and Jerry split up.
“nter the Rat Pack

Back to Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, and the
story of how their relationship fell apart.
In a very ugly way.
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But after that, Dean was on to bigger things. He
released hit music, starred in movies, and got
connected with Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis
and others to form the Rat Pack in Las Vegas.
And not only that, they all become friends of
President John F. Kennedy.
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But, Dean, Frank and the Rat Pack also pissed
off a lot of guys, in the mob.
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The Mob

The story becomes darker as members of the mob
grow furious with the Rat Pack.

Men like Sam Giancana, Johnny Formosa and others.
Outraged that they had backed JFK to support their
Rat Pack pals, even committing malfeasance in some
areas to get him elected. But once in office, JFK and
his brother, Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy,
went after the Mob.

The Rat Pack had no influence on JFK. This
infuriated them. They vowed revenge.

And they meant it.
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Some Sad Endings

We finish our story with how our
favorite sons of Steubenville,
Dean and Jimmy, had their lives
crushed by tragic events, near the
end of their lives.

For Jimmy, it was some stupid,
idiotic things he said to a reporter.

For Dean, it was the loss of his
beloved son.
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“But That’s Not All”

Hey come on. We don’t want to end our journey
with such a sad state of affairs.

We can discuss how Steubenville is doing today.
And there is good news there.

And we get a visit from two old friends.
Who relish the amazing lives they led.

And finally, we finish with a Number One song
from the 1970s from a band that was from the

area. I bet you’ve heard of it.

I hope you learned some things. Until next
time.
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Casting Notes

The movie is narrated by an older, handsome, distinguished Italian gentleman. He speaks to
the camera sitting at a darkened bar, and narrates over many scenes.

Other key players include:
* Les McDonald (53 yo), Maude Horner (55 yo), John Klug (58 yo), and two US Marshalls.
* Baron Von Steuben (48 yo) and George Washington (45 years old)
* Young and older Dean Martin. And members of his family.
* Young and older Jimmy The Greek Snyder. And members of his family.

* Jack Butcher (23 yo), Emily Risler (23 yo) along with her father Frank Risler (50 yo) and his brother
Ernie Risler (44 yo)

» Treasury Agents John McCoy (48 yo), Willie McCoy (24 yo), and Samuel Lawrence (26 yo)
* Young and older Jerry Lewis
« Sam Giancana (53 yo), Jack Formosa (52 yo) and other mob members.

* Dean Martin Junior (36 yo)
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Film Locations

The downtown streets of Steubenville with its existing old historic brownstones
and storefronts could be used as many of the film locations. The Fort Steuben
Hotel and Naples restaurant are still standing. But Water Street is now just
empty fields and Dean Martin’s birthplace home is a vacant lot.

For the rest of the movie, locations including the brothels and casinos, US
Treasury offices, the Risler home, parish pulpits, the city council meeting, the
movie set, and the Armory Lounge could be done on a sound stage.

More complicated locations would include:

Valley Forge, PA (1778)

Ellis Island, New York City (1913)

Crowded Nightclubs in New York City (1946)

Ross Stadium, Great Lakes Naval Station, [llinois (1943)
March Air Force Base, Riverside CA (1987)
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Research

My wife is from Steubenville and I have always
been fascinated with the interesting and wild
history of the town. I knew that Dean Martin and

Jimmy The Greek were both from here. We moved
back here in 2019.

blic Library
of Steubenville and Jefferson County

Twelve Against
The Uniderworld

By
NORMAN E. NYGAARD.

After I completed my “Johnstown” screenplay, I
wanted to try something a different, with a
different approach. I have always been a fan of
“Goodfellas” and planned to see if I can tell a story
using that format. I wanted to use more coarse
language, voice-over narration and the ability to
move through different times and periods.

Along the way, I read many books and articles on

the city’s history. And, I visited many of the local
locations in the movie

ROBERT DE NIRO

RAY LIOTTA
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In Closing

The story of Steubenville is really the story of America.
The wild ride and history of this town and the travails
of its two favorite sons — both national icons in their
time--would make a memorable and moving movie.

A Genealogy Librarian at a local library read the
screenplay (unsolicited and not an acquaintance), and
sent this to me in an email.

“I was hooked from the first couple of pages and truly
could not stop reading until I finished it. Your writing
style is perfect - it brought everything to life so vividly -
and I agree, the events within evoked many emotions.
The story of the dry agent and his girlfriend was an
especially tense and emotional read. I hope we'll see it
on the big screen one day!"

I hope someone makes this movie. Thank you for
your attention.
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LITTLE CHICAGO
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